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and Cooperation in Europe, will mark its 80th 
anniversary. The Turkish Government, led by 
Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, is 
working hard toward membership in the Euro-
pean Union. The accession of Turkey to the 
Union would recognize the important reforms 
that have already been adopted and accel-
erate the reform process. 

The various constitutional reform packages 
in recent years have addressed, or begun to 
address, many longstanding human rights 
concerns. As Chairman of the Helsinki Com-
mission I am pleased to note that much need-
ed change is beginning to take place. For ex-
ample, the crucial issue of torture is finally re-
ceiving the attention necessary to prevent 
such abuse and address the legacy of this en-
demic scourge. Perpetrators of torture are fac-
ing punishment by a new generation of state 
prosecutors. For the first time, police who 
have committed acts of torture are being 
brought to justice. However the ongoing use of 
torture in southeast Turkey in the guise of 
anti-terrorism is an outrage that Turkey must 
bring to a halt. It is not enough to pass these 
reforms or to hold a few show trials. No, all 
transgressors must be arrested and tried. 
There must be a zero tolerance policy in place 
on torture. 

Other issues of concern have also benefited 
from the reform package process. For exam-
ple, religious communities with ‘‘foundation’’ 
status may now acquire real property, as well 
as construct new churches and mosques and 
other structures for religious use. However, 
there is a considerable gap between the law 
and its application. 

Also, while the problem of allowing the re-
turn of internally displaced persons who fled 
the internal conflict with the PKK terrorist orga-
nization remains. Renewed efforts to address 
this problem are promising, such as inviting 
the UN Rapporteur on IDPs to visit and the 
possibility that Turkey may host an inter-
national conference on internally displaced 
persons. While Turkey still has a long way to 
go to successfully eradicate human trafficking 
in its borders, the government has taken some 
positive steps. While I am pleased Turkey has 
expanded its cooperation with source coun-
tries to improve its victim protection efforts, I 
want to encourage continued improvement to 
wipe out this modern day slavery. 

Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, other serious 
concerns remain. 

While Turkey works to bring its laws and 
regulations into conformity with the Copen-
hagen criteria for EU accession and works to-
ward fulfilling human rights commitments as 
an OSCE participating State, actions taken by 
police and other government authorities raise 
doubts as to the sincerity of these reforms. 

The imprisonment this month of Nurcihan 
and Nurulhak Saatcioglu for attending dem-
onstrations four years ago protesting the pro-
hibition against head scarves in public institu-
tions, is deeply troubling. The fact that the 
government denies women who choose this 
religious expression the ability to attend state-
run universities and work in public buildings, 
including schools and hospitals, is counter-
productive and an encroachment of their right 
to freedom of expression. Similarly, authorities 
severely curb the public sharing of religious 
belief by either Muslims or Christians with the 
intent to persuade the listener to another point 
of view. These limitations on religious clothing 
and speech stifle freedom of religion and ex-

pression and are contrary to Turkey’s OSCE 
commitments. 

At a fundamental level, the inability of reli-
gious groups to maintain property holdings is 
problematic, as the Office of Foundations has 
closed and seized properties of non-Muslim 
religious groups for contrived and spurious 
reasons. Groups most affected by this policy 
are the Syrian Orthodox, Armenian Apostolic 
and Greek Orthodox churches, which have 
also experienced problems when seeking to 
repair and maintain existing buildings or pur-
chase new ones. I hope the application of the 
aforementioned reforms will rectify this prob-
lem. 

The most notable property issue concerns 
the continued closure of the Orthodox Theo-
logical School of Halki on the island of Heybeli 
in the Sea of Marmara. Considering the re-
portedly promising conversations between the 
church and government, I urge Turkey to re-
turn full control to the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
and allow religious training to resume, in keep-
ing with relevant OSCE commitments. 

Furthermore, religious groups not envi-
sioned by the Lausanne Treaty have no legal 
route for purchasing property and building fa-
cilities, since the new legal provisions affect 
only communities with the official status of a 
‘‘foundation.’’ As no process exists for these 
other groups to obtain foundation status, they 
are forced to meet in private apartments. This 
lack of official status has real consequences, 
since provincial governorships and the Ministry 
of Interior have initiated efforts to close these 
meeting places, leaving the smaller Protestant 
groups and Jehovah’s Witnesses without any 
options. Churches and their leaders in 
Diyarbakir, Mersin, Iskenderun and other 
towns all face troubling government prosecu-
tions and threats of closure. I urge Turkey to 
create a transparent and straightforward proc-
ess to grant religious groups so desiring offi-
cial recognition, so that they too can enjoy the 
right to establish and freely maintain acces-
sible places of worship of assembly. 

The continued incarceration of four Kurdish 
former parliamentarians: Leyla Zana, Hatip 
Dicle, Orhan Dogan and Selim Sadak is par-
ticularly disturbing. Convicted in 1994, they 
have won their appeal to the European Court 
of Human Rights and were granted a retrial 
under recent Government of Turkey legal re-
forms. The retrial began March 28, and at 
each of the eight sessions, most recently Oc-
tober 17, the court has refused to release the 
defendants. Their continued imprisonment is 
an outrage. 

Mr. Speaker, on the 80th anniversary of the 
Turkish Republic, the initial legal reforms put 
in place by the government display Turkey’s—
or at least the legislators in Ankara’s—appar-
ent willingness to address much needed re-
forms in human rights practices. But actions 
speak louder than words. We need to see im-
plementation of these reforms seriously car-
ried out before we can rest assured that Tur-
key has met minimal OSCE human rights 
commitments. As Turkey strives to enter the 
European Union, I applaud the efforts that 
have been made to date and urge Ankara to 
intensify the reform process.

PAYING TRIBUTE TO JOE SKUFCA 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 30, 2003

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to recognize the contribu-
tions of a fine citizen from my district, Joe 
Skufca of Pueblo, Colorado. Joe is a man who 
has dedicated his life to the betterment of his 
country and community. As a decorated war 
veteran, and the devoted owner of what has 
been called ‘‘Pueblo’s friendliest grocery 
store,’’ Joe is certainly a shining example for 
all of us. 

Upon graduating from high school, Joe an-
swered his country’s call to duty and entered 
the United States Army during World War II. 
The day before Joe was to take part in the in-
vasion of Ie Shima, he was injured aboard his 
ship by a Japanese missile attack. Despite 
being injured, Joe bravely took part in the in-
vasion the next day. This was not Joe’s only 
act of personal sacrifice during the war. After 
the fall of Okinawa, Joe contracted malaria. 
After three months in the hospital, the Army 
told Joe it was time for him to go home, but 
he refused and stayed with his company for 
the invasion of Japan. This extraordinary brav-
ery and dedication to his country did not go 
unnoticed, and Joe was awarded two bronze 
stars for his service. 

Upon his honorable discharge, Joe returned 
to his home in Pueblo to begin a new life. He 
went to work at the Star Grocery Mart and 
began a career which has served him well for 
many years. Fifty-six years ago, Joe became 
the owner of Star Mart, which he still owns to 
this day. Joe is widely known as Pueblo’s 
‘‘friendliest grocer.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, it is my great honor to pay trib-
ute to Joe Skufca before this body of Con-
gress and this great nation. After bravely fight-
ing and sacrificing for his country, Joe re-
turned to my district where he has maintained 
a successful business, spreading joy to his 
customers, family, and friends. It is with great 
pride that I echo the praises Joe has received 
from his country and the Pueblo community. 
Thanks, Joe, for your service.
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Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to in-
troduce a piece of legislation I believe will help 
empower women who are victims of domestic 
violence to seek help in ending and recovering 
from its effects. 

With the United States becoming increas-
ingly multicultural, we need to ensure all 
women, regardless of language, culture or in-
come are aware and are able to access the 
services they are entitled to. In order to carry 
this out, it is imperative we are culturally sen-
sitive, attentive and pro-active to effectively 
reach out to all communities. There have been 
major gains by advocates, researchers and 
practitioners to end domestic violence, but 
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